Andrea Padova 

"Ardente l'amore nell'alma si desta" 
for soprano and piano
“Ardente l’amore nell’alma si desta” is a short work for soprano and piano commissioned by Arnaldo Volani and the “Associazione Mozart Italia – Rovereto” to the composer Andrea Padova as a little “Hommage to Mozart” and dedicated to the soprano Margriet Buchberger. 

The composition is in part based on two lieder by Mozart: any Mozart conoisseur will recognize in the piano introduction a quote from one of the deepest and most beautiful Mozart’s lieder, “Abendempfindung an Laura”. But the beginning of the soprano part is clearly based on the Canzonetta “Ridente la Calma”, a very short and light piece that probably Mozart simply transcribed from the original composition by Josef  Mysliveček.

Similarly, the metrics of the lyrics (written by Andrea Padova) are based on the Canzonetta, but the words and the music, always suspended between tonality and atonality, are in a “stylus patheticus” very near to  Abendempfindung. After an “almost recitativo” and an expressive culmination, a “da capo” with vocal ornamentation (certainly unexpected in a twenty-first  century work) is quietly and mysteriously ending the piece. 

Testo

Ardente l’amore nell’alma si desta

la calma perduta tornare non può.

Se come per caso mi sfiora la mano

s’affanna il respiro, s’affretta il mio cor.

La vista s’oscura, un gelo mi prende,

smarrito il mio senno, perduto l’onor.

Ardente l’amore nell’alma si desta

la calma perduta tornare non può.

